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an acceptable reason for Americans to oppose the war,
which hastened its end, while preserving the basic Cold War
ideology on which the war was based. This is an engaging
and nuanced argument, deserving of a wide audience.”
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force is made, as well as how it is “sold,”

the prolonged and often angry debate between those
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context

highlights how the decision to use

Containment and Credibility sheds much new light on
who waged the war and those who opposed it.”

historical

Containment and Credibility explores
how the half-truths and deception of
both the Johnson and Nixon administrations brought this country into a conflict
that cost more than 50,000 American
lives over eight years. As we consider
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how best to confront the growing threat
of ISIS, it is increasingly important for
the public to understand how we were
convinced to go to war in the past.
In the 1960s, the domino theory warning
of the spread of communism provided
the rationale for war, followed by the
deception of the Gulf of Tonkin Incident

The Ideology and Deception That
Plunged America into the Vietnam War

and the resulting resolution that essentially gave LBJ a blank check. This book
shows how this deception ultimately led
to the unraveling of the Johnson presidency and explores the credibility gap
that led to the public political debate of
that time. Containment and Credibility
applies the lessons of the sixties to today’s similar debates regarding military
involvement.
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